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AFRICAN UNION FOLLOW-UP MISSION COMMENDS IEC LESOTHO ON 

PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING 2022 ELECTION RECOMMENDATIONS 

Maseru, Lesotho | 2 July 2026 - The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) of 

the Kingdom of Lesotho successfully hosted the African Union (AU) Follow-up 

Mission from 30 June to 2 July 2026 to review progress made in implementing 

recommendations issued by the African Union Election Observation Mission 

following the 7 October 2022 National Assembly Elections. 

AU Follow-up Mission Delegation 

The Mission comprised: 

• Mr Tawanda Chimhini – AU Democracy and Elections Expert 

• Dr Salvator Nkeshimana – AU Principal Officer, East and Southern Africa 

Regional Desk 

• Ms Karen Ogle – Elections Expert 

• Ms Mmapitsi Raphala – Elections Expert 

• Ms Vera Muring – Elections Expert 

The visit reflects the African Union has continued commitment to strengthening 

democratic governance and supporting Member States in the implementation of 

election observation recommendations. 

Background 

The AU Election Observation Mission (AUEOM) to the 2022 National Assembly 

Elections, preceded by a Pre-Election Special Political Mission (23 June–1 July 2022), 

assessed Lesotho’s electoral process in line with the African Charter on Democracy, 

Elections and Governance (ACDEG), the AU Declaration on Democratic Elections, the 

African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, and national legal frameworks. 

The Mission issued recommendations aimed at strengthening electoral management, 

governance, inclusivity, and overall electoral credibility. 

IEC Progress Report 

During the follow-up engagement, the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) 

presented a comprehensive progress report highlighting significant advancements, 

including: 

• Voter Registration Reform: The Commission developed and adopted a 

comprehensive Voter Registration Strategy, introducing a modernised system 

integrated with the National Identity and Civil Registry, including the use of 

Unique Identification Numbers (UINs). The reform also provides for online 

registration services and the implementation of a fresh nationwide voter 

registration exercise conducted in 2024, aimed at enhancing accuracy, 

inclusivity, and the integrity of the voters’ roll. 

• To date, more than 579,520 citizens have been registered, with 

approximately 88% of eligible Basotho holding National Identity Cards, 

strengthening the foundation for a credible and inclusive voters’ roll. 
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• Institutional Strengthening: Implementation of the IEC Strategic Plan 

integrating national and international election observation recommendations.  

• Capacity Development: Ongoing training of Commissioners and staff in 

electoral administration, ICT, cybersecurity, governance, leadership and 

external stakeholders. 

• Regional Benchmarking: Knowledge exchange with electoral bodies 

in Kenya, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Rwanda, and South Africa. 

• Electoral Reforms: Modernisation of results transmission systems and 

improvement of seat allocation processes. 

• Voter Education: Development and adoption of a comprehensive Civic and 

Voter Education Strategy aimed at strengthening public awareness and 

participation in electoral processes, with a target of reaching at least 60% of 

eligible voters ahead of the 2028 General Elections. 

• Public Outreach: Expanded engagement through media, digital platforms, and 

community-based programmes. 

• Inclusivity Measures: Strengthened participation of women, youth, and 

persons with disabilities through targeted programmes. 

• Legal and Electoral Reforms: Parliament has adopted a new Electoral Bill that 

strengthens the legal framework for voter registration by enabling the use of 

National Identity Cards. The reforms also provide for improved inclusion of 

diaspora voters, the systematic removal of deceased persons from the voters’ 

register through timely reporting to the Ministry of Home Affairs, and enhanced 

data sharing between the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) and the 

National Identity and Civil Registry (NICR) to ensure continuous updating and 

integrity of electoral records. These measures improve accessibility for citizens 

in remote communities and persons with disabilities, and strengthen the overall 

credibility and accuracy of the voters’ register.. 

• BRIDGE Training Programmes: The Commission has implemented 

comprehensive BRIDGE (Building Resources in Democracy, Governance and 

Elections) capacity-building initiatives aimed at strengthening the knowledge 

and professional competencies of key electoral stakeholders. These programmes 

target Political Parties, Civil Society Organisations, Media Practitioners, 

Persons With Disabilities, And IEC Officials, ensuring inclusive participation 

across the electoral ecosystem. Through structured workshops, practical 

simulations, and peer-to-peer learning, participants are equipped with enhanced 

skills in electoral processes, democratic governance, voter education, and 

election observation. In addition, the Commission has introduced mentorship 

and “training of trainers” (ToT) programmes, which have significantly expanded 

the pool of nationally accredited BRIDGE facilitators. This has improved 

institutional sustainability by enabling local delivery of training, reducing 

reliance on external facilitators, and strengthening national ownership of 

electoral capacity-building efforts. 

Mission Observations 

The AU Follow-up Mission commended the IEC for substantial progress achieved since 

2022 and encouraged continued implementation of outstanding recommendations 



through sustained collaboration with Government, Parliament, political parties, civil 

society, development partners, and other stakeholders. 

Commitment to Electoral Reform 

The IEC emphasised that electoral reform is an ongoing, collaborative process requiring 

continuous engagement among all stakeholders. The Commission reaffirmed its 

commitment to strengthening credibility, transparency, inclusivity, and public 

confidence in electoral processes. 
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Conclusion 

As preparations for the 2028 General Elections continue, the IEC reaffirms its 

commitment to delivering elections that are credible, transparent, peaceful, inclusive, 

and compliant with the Constitution of the Kingdom of Lesotho, regional standards, and 

international democratic principles. 

“The implementation of election observation recommendations is not merely an 

institutional obligation; it is an Investment In Strengthening Democracy, enhancing 

public trust, and ensuring continuous improvement in electoral processes. The 

Commission remains committed to collaboration with all stakeholders in advancing 

democratic governance.” 
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